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This research examines masculinity in the foreign policy statements of Field Marshal Sarit
Thanarat and Senior Colonel Dr. Thanat Khoman from 1959 to 1963. The objective is to analyze and explain
Thai masculinity in their statements, demonstrating that Thai foreign policy presented through their
statements has a gendered dimension. This qualitative research collected foreign policy statement data,
which served as primary sources, employing discourse analysis that applies gender and feminist
international relations theories, as well as Lene Hansen's approach to foreign policy discourse analysis. The
findings reveal that the foreign policy statements of Sarit and Thanat were characterized by a Thai masculine
identity constructed through discursive processes of linking and differentiation. The linking process
connected masculinity with Thainess, including: Thai national history and the struggles and sacrifices of Thai
monarchs and ancestors to preserve independence, the monarchy, the free life of Thai people, Buddhism,
and the paternalistic governance principle. The differentiation process distinguished Thai masculinity from
otherness, namely: threatening otherness represented by communists, and vulnerable otherness
represented by weak Thais, rural Thais, and intellectually disabled Thais. This Thai masculinity manifested in
six dimensions: 1) power and autonomy, 2) strength, 3) mental and emotional capacity, 4) rationality and
maturity, 5) aggression and use of violence, and 6) protection and governance. This discourse created a co-
constitutive meaning between identity and foreign policy, and legitimized the foreign policy of Sarit's
government in the Cold War context. Additionally, the study found a hierarchy of masculinity in the foreign
policy statements of Sarit and Thanat that varied according to the nature of relationships, which shaped
different expressions of Thai masculinity. Thai masculinity was expressed to gain recognition from Free World
allies and SEATO, which possessed superior masculinity, while simultaneously attempting to protect its own
identity and also contesting this superior masculinity when conflicts arose in the case of the Laotian crisis.
Furthermore, there was the expression of superiority over the weaker masculinities of neighboring

Indochinese countries.
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NATUANNNTANAIEBNTUFINTUTAIALTUATANNINATINITATUINITAIAINAN AN S
RNGIER (Carta & Morin, 2014, pp. 30-31)
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232 LUIANIINISALATITHITNNSTTNLTIAININE (Critical Discourse

Analysis)
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233 LUINIIFEITURENLTI99NN59N (Discursive Institutionalist

Approaches)
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2.3.4 WUINNURILATIRS 19U aN (Post-structuralist Approaches)
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