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This research was aims to investigate the content, classifying types of Tai Lue folk tales
and analyzing the function of Tai Lue folk tales of the Tai Lue people in Sipsongpanna prefecture in
Yunnan province in the People's Republic of China. The findings revealed that 91 Tai Lue folk tales
which were collected from “Tai Lue” story books in Yunnan province and Tai Lue folk tales. Both were
classified into 10 types: humorous stories, local legends, myths, explanatory tales, facts, animal tales,
Jataka tales, fairy tales, ghost stories and novella. Tai Lue folk tales reflect social condition, political
governance, family status, way of life in the past and present. Tai Lue folk tales in Sipsongpanna also
served the following four functions: (1) to give entertainment to Tai Lue people by providing them with
funny, happy, and amusing content of episodes in Tai Lue folk tales; (2) to educate Tai Lue people by
instilling desirable values to citizens in society. These desirable values were reflected from characters
and important events in the content of folk tales; (3) to control and keep standard plans. They can use
Tai Lue folk tales as an example to remind them so that they have guidance to actively follow their
conduct in Tai Lue Sipsongpanna prefecture; and (4) to represent the identity of Tai Lue people in the
aspects of history, origin of the community, culture, tradition, dramatic arts, and important rituals of Tai

Lue people in Sipsongpanna prefecture.
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