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This thesis focused on a study of the role of the Royal State Railway in
promoting tourism in Chiang Mai between 1921 and 1959. Morover, the study should
moreover shed light on how the trip from Bangkok to Chiang Mai has changed over
time, from a trip in times of war, the completion of official duties, to relax in various
places in Chiang Mai, or a trip to visiting an annual festivals. The trip should then be
taken by the northern line train. The study showed that after the trains were able to reach
Chiang Mai in 1921, the Royal State Railway started a plan to promote tourism in Chiang

Mai, which could be separated into two phases.

In the first phase from 1921 to 1931, the Royal State Railway started
promoting tourism in Chiang Mai by issuing a guidebook for traveling by train. The
Department also publicized tourism advertising as well as films to impress tourists. The
quality of the northern line train increased and the Chiang Mai Railway Hotel was also

constructed to welcome the tourists traveling to Chiang Mai.

In the second phase from 1932 to 1959, the Royal State Railway made
further efforts to promote the tourism of Chiang Mai. The Department organized special
trains to Chiang Mai on many special occasions in the province, such as Songkran

festival, Longan festival, Loi Krathong festival and Winter festival.

Keyword : Tourism History, Royal State Railway, Northern Railway Line, Chiang Mai

Province
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Chiengmai, the most important town of the north of Siam, is the seat of the Viceroy of
the Northern provinees.

Places of interest.

Chiengmai has some beautiful Laos and Burmese temples built of stone and carved
timber of marvelous workmanship. One of the principal temples contains the famous
Buddha Pra Singha Luang, which is supposed to have been cast over a thousand years
ago.

The principal attractions of Chiengmai are Doi Sutep Hill which provides sites for
residences of the foreign community during the hot season, Huey keo where the Royal
page school under the King’s patronage and a fair sized waterfall are situated.

Fine roads for motoring, potteries, weaving looms and silver smith works all form part of
the attraction.

Climate.

Chiengmai is so situated that during the months of November to February the climate is

cool and very pleasant.

A few weeks stay in Chiengmai during the winter season is highly recommended for

those Europeans and Americans, who for one season for another cannot take long leave at

1
home...
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The Information Burean of the Royal State Railway Department of Siam is a government
organization Having as it object the encouragement of tourist traffic to Siam.

The Burean supplies necessary information as to travelling, free, to foreign tourist;
introduces them to the famous sight, seenes and resorts of Siam ; assist them in planning
itineraries, securing trustworthy guide of interpreters, and renders all possible assistance to

them during their sojourn in Siam.
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Chiengmai to most of us means more than just a large city. It suggest romance, fascination,
new scenes, new lives, new people. The journey to Chiengmai is in itself a trip through the very
heart of Siam, though the densest of Jungles, over the deepest of valleys. You have not seen the
real Siam until you have seen it on the road to Chiengmai.

The North Express leaves Bangkok twice a week with comfortable sleeping cars and
restaurant cars. You next holidays are coming. Decide now and make Chiengmai your destination.

For particulars, please ask the Information Bureau, Royal State Railways, Bangkok.. 2
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Chiengmai to most of us means more
than just a large city. It suggests romance,
fascination, new scencs, new lives, new people.
The journey to Chiengmai is in itself a trip
through the very heart of Siam, through the
densest of Jungles, over the deepest of
valleys. You have not seen the real Siam
until you have seen it on the road to
Chiengmai.

The North Express leaves Bangkok twice
a week with comfortable sleeping cars and
restaurant cars.  Your next holidays are com-
ing. Decide now and make Chiengmai your
destination.

For particulars, please ask the In-
{ormation Bureau, Royal State Railways,
Bangkok.
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The mail express, a long and graceful train composed of modern eight-wheeled bogie-
cars with solid steel buffers, was waiting, ready for departure, at the main station of
Bangkok. On the board were the words: Bangkok-Chieng Mai. Now, in a little more than
twenty-four hours, this train would cover a distance which only a few years ago would at
this season have taken between three weeks and three months for anybody who wanted to

get near the northern frontier of Siam...”
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Siam is the newest holiday land. An excellent railway has opened up the country,
comfortable and luxurious sleeping and dining cars run all the way from Singapore to

Bangkok and on as far as the northern frontier. A journey through Siam, among her gay,
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hospitable, and very human people, through the lovely and picturesque country with its
numerous Buddhas, is both pleasant and unforgettable. Besides, any season will do, for if it
is raining in one place, you can just take a train to somewhere else, where you will at once
find an improvement in the climate; and there are excellent hotels and good rest-houses

everywhere. Siam is one of the most interesting countries in Asia; self-government has

made the nation original; you can tell that you are travelling among a free people...1
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