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This study of Chyam and the Mon ethnic group is a qualitative research and
studies on the derivation as well as the playing of this musical instrument among ethnic
groups. The area of research covered Mon communities in Thailand, in the border
region of Thailand, and also in Myanmar. It was found that chyam originated from the
“love myth of the prince and the princess”. The Mon worshiped a crocodile in
accordance with the legend of honesty and sacrifice. Hence, they created a musical
instrument resembling the shape of the crocodile and considered to be their national
musical instrument. The earliest historical evidence of chyam among Mon appear in the
Chinese chronicles of the Tang Dynasty (1345 BC). The chyam plays an important role
in the Mon way of life, Mon culture and society. It also has a relationship with and is
connected with the floor zither instrument found in India and Southeast-Asian countries.
The results of this research revealed that playing the chyam in Thailand is mainly played
on first string (choekake), while the second string (choekto) makes the krathop sound.
The use of the special techniques and the metal string (choekluat) were not favorable.
The songs used for playing Tayaemon, playing the chyam in Mon communities between
the border region of Thailand and Myanmar, also in the Mon state in Myanmar indicated
the use of three string in their melodies, including which the techniques of sabat and
kayee. The songs in the Mon communities between the border region of Thailand and
Myanmar used in cultural performances. The songs in the Mon communities in the Mon

state in Myanmar and used in rituals and telling stories.
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Nal Htaw PaiNg ENSEMBLE [ Nai Hraw PaiNg ENSEMBLE

MON MUSIC OF BURMA

1 Gwet-PwaKit

2 Gwet-Done Glone

3 MaNgo - Paya Ta Ngwe
4 Rom-sal-Da kauf

5 Gewk-laked-done

- S

am - The King Crocodlie'sAnger
7 Waygoon-Maygoon
8 Smar-Gwet
9 Sone Jar Saryar
10 Gwet-htub
1l Gwet-rom-sal-che
12 Day Sa Midum
B Kalutt Hapor

Produced in Burma and the United States by Rick Hetzman
Assistant producer in Burma Ko Doo

Recorded at Khin Sabe 0o Studios, Yangon, Burma

Recorded with Tascam DA-88 digital recorder

Recording engineers: Nanda Kyaw, Aung Zaw Moe, Nai Win Oo, Ye Soe
Mixing Engineer: Henry Kaiser, Berkeley, California

Photos by Rick Heizman

Design by Mark Frischman

Catalogue FM # 12
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