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This research examines the influence of the Iranian Islamic Revolution on the cultural
identity of Thai Muslim women, specifically their adoption of the chador. This study employed sign
theory and documentary analysis as the theoretical framework and utilized a mixed-method
approach consisting of a survey and in-depth interviews. The participants were comprised of 15 Shia
Muslim women from the Pho Thong sub-district in the Tha Sala district of Nakhon Si Tammarat
province. They were divided into two groups based on their educational background in Iran: those
who had studied in Iran (n = 5 participants) and those who had not (n = 10 participants). The
findings highlighted the strong connection between the wearing of the chador among Thai Muslim
women and the Iranian Islamic Revolution. Thai Shia women, adhering to the principles and practices
of Shia Islam, closely associate themselves with the Islamic Republic of Iran. They consider the
chador as a faithful expression of Islamic values and wholeheartedly incorporated it into their dress
code in Thailand. Moreover, the chador plays a significant role in establishing the cultural identity of
Thai Shia Muslims, setting them apart from Sunni Muslims, particularly during religious ceremonies.
Consequently, the adoption of the chador by Thai Muslim women can be attributed to the impact of

the Iranian Islamic Revolution, influencing both their dress practices and cultural identity in Thailand.
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Nausheen Pasha-Zaidi (2014) The ‘Halo Effect’ suggests that people impart
positive traits to others based on initial impressions of characteristics such as physical
attractiveness. In Muslim communities, this phenomenon may be extrapolated to the
positive evaluation of women who wear the Islamic headscarf (or hijab). The present
study focuses on the ‘Hijab Effect’ and its impact on the relationship between Islamic
religiosity and perceived attractiveness. South Asian Muslim women living in the United
States (US) and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) were surveyed. Hijabis rated
themselves as more religious than non-hijabis. Additionally, Muslim women, regardless
of their personal hijab status, rated hijabis as more attractive than non-hijabis. Results
further indicated that religiosity, controlling for personal hijab status, did not have an
independent influence on perceptions of hijabis in either the US or the UAE. However, in
the UAE, women who were more religious did rate non-hijabis as less attractive.
Discussion of the analysis focuses on the possible factors involved in the complex
relationship between Muslim women and the hijab.

Hijab Effects

The Hijab Effect implies that women who wear the Islamic headscarf would
receive higher ratings for other personal characteristics within Muslim communities.
However, as a main goal of Islamic attire is to limit the physical exposure and
attractiveness of women to men in their immediate family (‘mahram’), would the Hijab
Effect influence the perceived attractiveness of Muslim women? Studies addressing this
are limited and show the possible influence of mainstream contexts on impression
formation. Research conducted by Mahmud and Swami (2010), for example, supports
the notion that religious attire affects perceptions of attractiveness. The researchers
surveyed Muslim and non-Muslim men in Britain to study the effect of the hijab on men’s
perceptions of attractiveness and intelligence. The results showed that women wearing
the hijab were rated lower for both attractiveness and intelligence. The researchers
attributed their findings to the negative perceptions of religious markers among Western

observers.
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However, as Muslim women do not have to wear the hijab in front of other
women, it is possible that the hijab may have a different effect upon Muslim women. In a
study by Dunkel et al., (2010), Muslim women who wore a headscarf and non-Western
dress showed a preference for a larger body shape. This goes against the Western ideal
of thinness as a marker of attractiveness. Older non-hijabis, on the other hand, had
greater preference for thinness than hijabis in the same age range, which the authors
suggest may indicate a greater acceptance of Western ideals of beauty.

Mahfoodh’s qualitative study (2008) on the practice of hijab among Arab
Muslim girls (aged9-12) in Michigan and Bahrain emphasizes the vast differences in
individual interpretations of the hijab in both Muslim and non-Muslim contexts. As the
hijab is part of the norm in Bahrain, girls are trained early on to view the hijab as a part of
the rite of passage to adulthood. Thus, a woman wearing hijab is equated with
goodness and morality, whereas a woman without hijab is considered ‘less Muslim’
(Mahfoodh, 2008).

Witkowski (1999) studied the perceptions of hijab among Lebanese and
Kuwaiti women. He found that Lebanese women were perceived as more ‘Western’ than
Kuwaiti women in that Kuwaiti women were more likely to wear Islamic dress and less
likely to wear makeup and jewelry. Higher religiosity in the study was positively
correlated with wearing Islamic dress and negatively correlated with wearing jewelry
and cosmetics. The study further revealed that Arab women who wore the hijab were
perceived to be more traditional in their social and gender relationships, more family-
oriented and submissive to men, more patriotic and communal, and possibly more
virtuous. Women in Western attire, on the other hand, were perceived to be more
individualistic, materialistic, career-oriented, physically fit, and possibly more self-
absorbed.

Although the literature on hijab in Western contexts continues to grow due to
the association of a Muslim appearance with the threat of terrorism (Ajrouch, 2007;
Haddad, 2007; Hassan, 2001; Jackson, 2010), less is known about the practice of hijab

in Muslim majority contexts. Although the hijab signifies a religious identity, the different
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ways in which the headscarf is worn can also provide visual clues to the cultural
background of its wearers and in turn, a glimpse into the influence of cultural norms on
the practice of hijab. Farrell (2008), for example, attributed the use of hijab by Emirati
women as a sign of the patriarchal culture in the United Arab Emirates (UAE). However,
the significance of the Emirati dress may go beyond traditional gender roles. The
national dress for local women in the UAE consists of a headscarf and an abaya, a long
black robe that is worn over a woman’s clothing and serves to lessen the appearance of
feminine curves. The abaya and headscarf may be embroidered with jewels and colorful
threading to create a fashionable and elegant ensemble which can often distinguish
locals from other Muslims. In fact, the use of the national dress by non-Emiratis can be a
contentious issue among the locals who are increasingly threatened by the influence of
expatriate culture on their national identity. Dress may thus be one way of encouraging
self-segregation among ethnic groups in the UAE (Beuthe, 2008).
Religiosity and Perceptions of Attractiveness

Literature on the effect of religiosity as a moderator of perceptions of
attractiveness is severely lacking. Levels of religiosity may be related to the division
between hijabis and non-hijabis, thus highlighting the importance of variability within
religious groups. As dress is a marker of group affiliation, the Hijab Effect would imply a
greater degree of perceived piety towards those who wear hijab. Blades and Gillum
(2010) found that the perceived religiosity of the interviewer affects the respondents’
expressions of personal piety. Muslim respondents in the study reported higher levels of
religiosity when the interviewer wore the hijab. As piety is considered to be a positive
trait for Muslim women, more pious women tend to adopt more conservative dress,
including the Islamic headscarf, to differentiate themselves from less pious women
(Patel, 2010, as cited in Blades and Gillum, 2011). Harper's study (2007) of the
perceptions of religious students toward non-religious people emphasizes this
dichotomy. The results suggest that non-religious people may be subject to certain
negative stereotypes, including perceptions of being hard-hearted, cynical, rebellious,

faithless and non-spiritual. Although the study was based on a largely Christian
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population, it nonetheless may shed some light on the use of hijab as a tool to
differentiate between those who are perceived as pious and those who are not.
Additionally, Mussap (2009) found that the strength of religiosity may serve as a buffer
that protects Muslim women from appearance-based scrutiny and Western media
images of the ideal body type.

The Position of the “Fashion Design” Profession as a Guild and its Formation
in Iranian Social History during the Islamic Period.

The fashion design profession in Iran was not prominent until contact with
the West during the second Qajar period. European tailors and the establishment of
Western schools played a crucial role in its development. Iranians were skilled in
tailoring but did not focus on fashion and frequently changed their clothing styles. The
influence of the West and the availability of European expertise led to the formation and
promotion of fashion design as a new profession in Iran.

The politics of body and the formation of women's jobs in the era of Reza
Shah

During the modernization period in Iran under Reza Shah, the value of the
female body became closely connected to Western culture. The government aimed to
create a new society aligned with Western ideals, and the beauty industry played a big
role. Women's bodies, previously hidden, became a focus of government policies and
symbols of Western culture. This led to the emergence of a new image of Iranian
women, especially among the middle and upper classes. Women's jobs started
revolving around body management for the first time. Overall, the modernization efforts
influenced how Iranian women's bodies were seen and created new employment

opportunities related to body management.
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