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The aim of this research was to investigate concepts and ways of life reflected from
ethnic Khmer proverbs in Thailand by using qualitative research. The information was gathered using
the qualitative methods consisting of documentation, interviews, and observation. There were 222
proverbs were conducted, and they were limited only in the Surin province. The research findings
found that concepts reflected from the ethnic Khmer proverbs were Buddhist Panca Dhamma
morals, doctrines about the family and relatives, social regulations, customary laws, personal beliefs,
social values, respect for others, and gratitude for the elderly and authorities. Proverbs reflected the
ethnic concepts between the Khmer and others. The proverbs also reflected concepts of Surin
Khmer people in terms of roles and duties of males and females, Surin Khmer beliefs and
superstitions. They had ways of life according to Buddhism, persisted in morals, lived with
heedfulness and the truth of life, and valued education, knowledge acquisition, and proper verbal
discourse. In the aspect of the Khmer way of life, it was found that these concepts reflected their way
of life, living with others in society, harmony, and marriage selection. Proverbs also reflected local
wisdom in terms of residence, food, and local literature. Regarding proverb usage, it was found that
they had the structure of simple sentences, compound sentences, complex sentences, and phrases.
There were rhymes which were prose and verse. They also used figures of speech, namely simile,
metaphor, personification, hyperbole, onomatopoeia, metonymy, paradox, and reduplication. For
tones of proverbs, they were humorous, touching, horrific, and encouraging. There were messages
with blames, warnings, showing opinions, admiration, and sarcasm. Many Khmer proverbs use few
words but delivered powerful meanings. They can value spirit, educate, and emphasize that people

follow rules strictly.

Keyword : way of life, Thai Khmer people, proverbs
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