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The objectives of this study are to investigate the principles of Saw-U variation in
Kruengsai, Kruengsai Pichawa, and Piphat Mainuam ensemble by Kru Lerkiat Mahavinijchaimontri
and to explore the roles and duties of Saw-U by studying the Saw-U melody, as composed and
performed by Kru Lerkiat Mahavinijchaimontri in the Ok Talay Samchan and Nok Kamin Samchan
songs for the Kruengsai, Kruengsai Pichawa, and Piphat Mainuam ensemble. It shows that there are
four principles of Saw-U variation: (1) the principles of the ensemble genres. In the Kruengsai
ensemble, performers can freely make variations and more exciting melodies. In the Kruengsai
Pichawa, performers should consider about the way of placing their fingers differently. In the Piphat
Mainuam ensemble, performers should play as neatly as possible, according to the main melody and
the variation melody in Piphat culture; (2) the principles of the song genres. The performers should
consider the similarity of core notes and the scale between Saw-U and main melody. The melodic
direction may differ from the main melody due to limitations in the sound field. In addition, performers
should use a melodic style, melodic rhyming, and playing tactics to help make the melody more
interesting; (3) the principles of timing, the performer should consider melodic variation that is
appropriate for the situation and the abilities of their co-performers, as well as restraint in terms of
harmony with the other instruments; and (4) the principles of emotion, the melody should be
performed in accordance with the mood of the song to communicate the intention of the composer.
In terms of the roles and duties of Saw-U, it was found that Saw-U plays a role in creating lively
melody in the ensemble, making it more mellow and balancing the sound of the Kruengsai Pichawa
ensemble, a Kruengtarm melody in Ok Talay Samchan song and a Wah-dork melody in a Nok Kamin
Samchan song, in a supporting rhythm section, indicating the abilities of a performer, reflecting the

identity of their music, broadening the scope of the melodic variation, and reflecting Thai etiquette.

Keyword : Roles and Duties of Saw-U, Principles of Saw-U Variation, Saw-U
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