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The purpose of this research is to study the development of zoological gardens in
Thailand and the social changes that affected zoos from 1938 to 1992. This study divided the time
period into four periods. Firstly, before 1938, the construction of the Dusit Zoo, which was the first zoo
in Thailand. At that time western-styled zoos did not exist yet; only a collection of live animals in a
‘menagerie’. The second period was from 1938 to 1954, during the government of Field Marshal Plaek
Phibunsongkhram, who requested the area around Khao Din Wana should be opened as Dusit Zoo in
1938, with the Bangkok Municipality as the supervisor. However, it was too much of a burden for the
municipality to maintain the zoo. Therefore, the government founded a new agency to supervise the
z00, namely the Zoo Organization of Thailand. In the third period from 1954 to 1977, the Zoological
Garden Organization of Thailand managed the zoo with the idea of wildlife and natural resources
conservation. When it became popular, they established a new sector in accordance with the concept
of conservation of natural resources and wildlife. Thus, the vet hospital was constructed inside the zoo
and also the Khao Kheow Open Zoo. The final period from 1977 to 1992, the zoo expanded in different
regions in order to bring animals from Dusit Zoo to enhance animal research. It was also a breathtaking
change; the attempt to make the zoo as a place of learning with various activities. In addition, in 1987,
the zoo adjusted the management of the Thai zoo to international standards and gained more

international recognition through the policy of the new dimension of the zoo.
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