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This thesis aims to study of the construction of the historical narratives of
King Naresuan the Great between 1950-2015, both in terms of the origin, the
development, and the role of the Thai State, and other groups, including the concept of
Thai Nation-Building. The study shows that the making of ‘metanarratives’ of King
Naresuan the Great in Thai society appeared in 1950, with the publication of ‘A
biography of King Naresuan the Great" by Prince Damrong Rajanubhab. After that,
narratives of King Naresuan the Great have been reproduced in two different cultures:
(1) state cultural narratives are constructed through “the framework of the Thai royal-
national history project” that changes the status of the narrative form of historiography to
appear concrete through the construction of various ‘cultural constructs’, especially the
construction of monuments; and (2) mass cultural narratives are mostly constructed
through modern media. The construction concept of cultural narratives change,
according to the political context of each period. These processes resulted in the
conceptualization of Thai Nation-Building under the historical plot of ‘royal nationalism’
that links previous kings with the present king. It shows the support between ‘hegemony’
in the narratives of King Naresuan the Great, and the ‘royal hegemony’ of the Thai

monarchy that exists until the present.
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