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This thesis assesses the necessity of physician-assisted dying for terminal cancer
patients in Thailand. The methodology combines in-depth interviews with 23 key informants and
documentary research, where data were analyzed to compare stakeholder perspectives using Peter
H. Rossi's needs assessment framework. The study finds that while legalizing PAD is not considered
an immediate necessity, it warrants future consideration as a voluntary option for patients. This
recommendation is supported by the escalating trend of cancer-related deaths, which increased
from 84,073 in 2019 to 86,310 in 2023, a situation that is projected to worsen. Among stakeholders,
most healthcare professionals, despite having divided opinions, are open to considering PAD as a
future component of end-of-life care due to dynamic socioeconomic conditions. Policymakers largely
view it as non-essential for now but are not opposed, underscoring the need for comprehensive
research prior to any implementation. The study reveals significant disparities in palliative care.
Documentary analysis indicates an average pre-death palliative care cost of 20,000 THB, excluding
indirect expenses. Although patients can access care through Thailand's three main health schemes,
the benefits are unequal. Disparities, in coverage such as hospital-only versus home-based care and

inconsistent reimbursement rates can lead to variations in the quality of care
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