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This study aims to investigate the cultural changes among Thai J-Pop fans from 1980 to
2020: a case study of J-Pop and BNK48 Fans, using historical methodology. The objectives
included: (1) to study the ‘Japanization’ process that leads to the existence of J-Pop fans from 1980
to early 2000, as well as the popularity of Japanese Idol Groups”: BNK48 that occurred in Thailand
from 2010 to 2020; (2) to explore cultural changes among Thai J-Pop fans. The findings suggested
that “Japanese Popular Music” or “J-Pop” was introduced to Thai Society in the early 1980s. This
kind of music was popularized among small groups of listeners, Thai people who used to live or
study in Japan. The early generation of J-Pop fans were Thai adolescents who highly favored
Japanese music, as well as having high economic status. During 1990s, J-Pop music had become
more recognized among wider range of listeners, especially adolescents. These fans could manage
to access and procure J-Pop-related products, along with conveniently receiving news about J-Pop
artists. After that, in the early 2000s, the popularity of J-Pop declined due to the introduction of
Korean entertainment culture. Consequently, most J-Pop fans used the internet. During this period,
AKB48 was the only group of artists with a Thai fanbase. In 2010s, the franchise of AKB48 was
purchased and brought to Thailand once again, leading to the forming of Thai Idol Band: BNK48.
The presence of BNK48 resulted in the creation of the Thai fanbase, which included previous fans of
AKB48 and newly introduced fans. The cultural presentation of Thai fans was mostly influenced by
the Japanese Idol Fanclub. However, some activities were created and modified by Thai fans, with

only a slight influence from the K-Pop Fanclub.
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