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This research study aimed to study the Thai learning situations of Chinese students majoring in the
Thai language, in the Bachelor of Arts program and in the aspects of curriculum, teaching and learning activities at
universities in Yunnan Province, China. The population of the study included 655 fourth year Chinese students who
studied in the Thai Language Program in the first semester of the 2018 academic year at 16 universities. The data was
collected by using a questionnaire as an instrument and the statistics used in data analysis included percentage,
mean, and standard deviation. The results were as follows: (1) in the aspect of the curriculum, it was found that most
Chinese students elected to study the Thai Language major as their first choice from five choices. There were various
factors affecting the decision making process, such as creating opportunities for travel in Thailand, learning about
Thai culture and career enhancement possibilities. Most programs which had a MOU regarding exchange programs
with Thai universities was arranged in a “3+1” form. The subjects in the curriculum consisted of language skills,
culture, literature and specialized knowledge, with content that was graded from easy to difficult levels and covered
listening, speaking, reading, writing, and translation skills; (2) in the aspect of teaching and learning activities, the
research revealed that the most successful instructional process benefits resulted from conversational interactions
with Thai people and an introduction to extracurricular knowledge. The class activities placed more emphasis on
translation and writing skills than speaking, reading, and listening skills. However, speaking and translation activities
provided greater benefits to students than other skill activities. In addition, the activities arranged outside class
consisted of art and culture learning and the use of Thai language in practice. In this regard, the internship in Thailand
provided maximal benefits to students. Various types of classroom teaching materials were employed appropriately to
achieve the learning objectives. The syllabus textbook was most commonly used and students expressed increased
use of realia in teaching was required the most. With respect to the evaluation of the learning, the defined rules
applied appropriately to the content. Extracurricular practice is an assessment method that students were most
interested in and the speaking test was required the most. The results of this research provided an overall view of Thai
language study by Chinese students and gave a perspective of curriculum development. It also benefited Thai

Language teaching and learning in China in the future.

Keyword : Learning situations of Thai language. Thai language curriculum. Teaching and learning activities. Chinese

students. Yunnan Province of China.
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