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Short films have revealed how young filmmakers ask questions and reconstruct
meanings about corruption, drawing on their personal experiences and perspectives. This study is
situated within a critical research paradigm, aiming to critique the confessional production of anti-
corruption knowledge and power among young filmmakers who produce anti-corruption media. It
further examines the power-knowledge processes that give rise to these anti-corruption confessions
and proposes policy recommendations to support the production of short films against corruption by
young filmmakers. Data collection consisted of 20 short films, in-depth interviews with 18 key
informants, and a focus group discussion involving 15 stakeholders. Thematic analysis was
employed using Michel Foucault's concept of “confession” as the analytical framework.The
research found that the confessional productions of anti-corruption knowledge and power among
young filmmakers manifest in the form of acting as good citizens, adhering to moral values,
practicing modesty and sufficiency according to one’s social position, and expressing dissatisfaction
with exploitative behavior. The power-knowledge processes that give rise to anti-corruption
confessions include the construction of anti-corruption knowledge through traces of lived experience,
learning processes, and self-reflection and critical analysis. Policy recommendations for promoting
youth-led anti-corruption short film production include creating safe spaces for youth to openly share
their lived experiences, developing curricula that emphasize reflective thinking and critical inquiry,
supporting storytelling based on real-life situations, disseminating youth-produced media in ways
that honor and respect their perspectives, and fostering collaboration among government agencies,

educational institutions, and civil society organizations.
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Aa5UT fall (Klitgaard, 1998):
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