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The purpose of this research was study the musical uniqueness of the pattern that khong
wong yai (Gong circle) is played in Pleng Cha Rueng Tao Thong through the five versions of playing
khong wong yai. This information on the patterns was collected from experts, namely, khru Wichien
Kerdphon, Khru Surin Songthong and khru Wibuntum Phienphong. The author also studied patterns in
form of documentation in which Pleng Reaung Tao Thong was recorded, namely, Thai musical
Notebook by His Royal /highness Prince Damrong Rajanubhab Krom Phraya Damrong Rajanubhab.
This Notebook was recorded on microfilm, using the Thai Alphabet Note System in order to be used
as a primary data and to identify musical compositions and analyze the musical uniqueness. This study
found that Pleng Cha Rueng Tao Thong has two musically unique characteristics; the attempt to
preserve the structure of Pleng Rueng by re-writing the Pleng Chan Diew melody, followed Pleng Song
Mai in order to have the full composition of Pleng Rueng in type of Pleng Cha; in which the composition
must be Pleng Cha, Pleng Song Mai or Pleng Reaw. The composer has diminution and elaboration the
melody of Pleng Kob Ten Song Chan, which moved from the Pleng Song Mai to Pleng Chan Diew,
then from Pleng Reaw in Pleng Cha Rueng Tao Thong to Pleng Reaw, giving it a unique quality. It was
not necessary to use existing or other types of Pleng Reaw. The second musically unique aspect of
Pleng Cha Rueng Tao Thong is that the form of the Thai jingle, prosody of the verse from the Ayutthaya
period was used as an archetype to compose the melody, as well as appearing in the melody of
Kob Ten Song Chan. The pattern of khong wong yai playing is related to the compulsory prosody of
Kob Ten Salak Petch. Thai Jingle, evident in the literature since the Ayutthaya period. The use of Thai
jingle as an archetype to compose the melody of Pleng Kob Ten showed that Pleng Kob Ten might be
an old song which existed since Ayutthaya period. It also revealed the concrete relationship between

music and anthropology concretely, which might be a trend in the Ayutthaya period.

Keyword : Pleng Cha Rueng Tao Thong, Pleng Rueng, Thai Jingle, Unique music
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