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The aim of this study is to understand the conditions, risk management process
for drug use among adolescents living in the slums and the self-development process, which
allows them to overcome drug addiction. This study combined the concepts of a social
ecological system, resilience, impression management and employed a narrative approach as
the methodology. The results suggested that adolescents who grew up in broken homes, had
at-risk friends, failed in school, and lived in a drug-infested neighborhood. As for the risk
management process, they took on their expected roles in society, finding secluded places to
use drugs, negotiating with law enforcement or others in the community. Although these
methods helped them to manage risks and evade the law, they also tended to experience
other types of consequences, such as the deaths of family members, punishment by society,
or fractures in their family relationships. In the end, these consequences led them to decide to
overcome their drug addictions. There were various processes for self-development to
overcome drug addiction. This included a process of recognizing love from their families,
building faith in religion, forming new knowledge and life skills with a drug rehabilitation
agency, and developing patience. Throughout each process, these adolescents used internal
and external conditions to help them overcome drug addiction. Along the way, they were able

to change themselves and developed their own ways to overcome their drug addiction.
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