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This study aims to study the conceptualization of ethnicity in traditional Thai dialect songs and
the objectives were as follows: (1) to study and to categorize the musical form of the traditional Thai dialect
songs; (2) to study the structural roles of traditional Thai dialect songs in the Thai music context; and (3) to
analyze a status and social stratification on the concept of ethnicity in traditional Thai music. This study
employed the qualitative method for data analysis, using both musicological and ethnomusicological
approaches. The data were collected by personal communication, library research of primary and secondary
sources, and participant observation through investigating the 12 groups of the traditional Thai dialect songs.
The form and analysis section were selective and focused on structural analysis and melodic analysis.
Increasingly, the structural role of traditional Thai dialect songs was divided into main five sectors, namely:
(1) the musical form sector; (2) traditional Thai dialect songs and the Thai music genre sector; (3) the
traditional Thai dialect songs and the role of the functional use sector; (4) the traditional Thai dialect songs
and Thai music ensembles sector; and (5) the traditional Thai dialect songs and the linguistic lyric s sector.
Based on the results, the status and social stratification on the ethnicity concept of Traditional Thai music
and it was concluded that: the phenomena of the traditional Thai dialect songs are a consequence of
Cultural Expression, based on a concept of social stratification by three classes as theorized by Max Weber,
i.e., upper class, middle class, and lower class. The major research findings indicated that traditional Thai
dialect songs were capably stratified within the social hierarchy as follows: the upper class of stratification
consists of the Keak (Melayu, Indian, Arabian, and Persian) dialect song group, the Mon dialect song group,
the Chinese dialect song group, and the Burmese dialect song group. The middle class of stratification
consists of the Laos dialect song group, the Farang (Westerners) dialect song group, and the Khmer dialect
song group. The lower class of stratification consists of the Yuan (Vietnam) dialect song group, the Ngeow
(Tai Yai or Shan) dialect song group, the Kha (Khamu Ethnic) dialect song group, the Japanese dialect song

group, and the Talung (Southern Thai minority) dialect song group.

Keyword : Ethnicity, Traditional Thai dialect songs, Social Stratification
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