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This research aims to study the role of Channel 5 in creating military images,
based on the evolving political and social context between 1958 and 2010. Moreover,
this study focused on the operations of Channel 5, together with the role of the military in
Thai politics. The research results are divided into three timelines, as follows: (1) from
1958 to 1973, the role of Channel 5 evolved and followed the political context as the
government under military dictatorship needed Thai people to only acknowledge the
information intentionally presented by the government, including forming values and
attitudes for people to help them support the King and also to be aware of and against
Communist threats; (2) from 1973 to 1992, the role of Channel 5 during this time was to
support the Thai military in promoting their image as “domestic security operations
command” in terms of the from Communist threat, and as an organization who provided
Thai people with assistance in developing rural areas according to government policy;
and (3) from 1992 to 2010, the role of Channel 5 was to support the idea of the Thai
military needed people to recognize their image as a “professional military”, as well as
acknowledging their role in supporting Thai government, and as a leader of innovation,

especially in terms of technology.

Keyword : Channel 5, Military image, 1958 to 2010
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