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The objectives of the study are (1) to examine the cultural identities of Khmer ethnic group
living in Dan village, Aranyaprathet district in Sa Kaeo province expressed through the Ayai traditional
performance in a multicultural society; and (2) to investigate the impact of the establishment of such Khmer
cultural identities on society, culture, and the economy. The mixed methods research design which are
combined both quantitative data and qualitative data was utilized to collect data from structured interviews
and in-depth interviews. The participants of the interviews were divided into three main groups which were
(1) local scholars and community leaders; (2) academics in the field of cultural studies; and (3) followers of
the Ayai traditional performance. The results of the study revealed that the Ayai traditional performance is
considered as a Khmer social process, which applies dancing and musical instruments as a method to
establish their own cultural identities in the Sa Kaeo multicultural society, where several ethnic groups (i.e.,
Laos, Tai-Yoh, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Khmer) live together. The Ayai traditional performance can also
express Khmer cultural identities and allow Khmer culture to be widely accepted in a multicultural
society. By acknowledging this importance, the conservation and inheritance of Khmer arts and culture in
the form of the Ayai traditional performance can be achieved. That is to say, Khmer cultural traditions,
beliefs, religions, languages, and clothes are expressed in relation to the Ayai traditional performance.
In terms of the impact of the establishment of such Khmer cultural identities on society, culture, and the
economy, the results demonstrate that the Ayai traditional performance is regarded as one of the main
factors that can drive the processes of using arts and culture as a means to demonstrate the existence of
Khmer ethnic group in the Sa Kaeo multicultural society. This can allow Khmer who have inherited their own

artistic and cultural identity for ages to become a main ethnic group in the Sa Kaeo multicultural society.

Keyword : Ayai traditional performance, Khmer ethnic group, Multicultural society, Cultural identity
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