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This thesis aimed to study the social environment of old Bangkok in terms of dirtiness, bad
smell and disordered conditions. The study investigated a conceptual basis and a life influenced by Tribhumi
which represents bad scents as evil pleasant fragrances as good. Insanitary smells and clean scents in a
specific area were classified by landscape stratification. Traditionally, a central area signified an ideal
cosmic land on the earth, exemplified by royal palaces and temples. On the other hand, the outskirts of the
city were treated as the unimportant parts. The people of the city were subordinates who were obsessed with
an idea of the next life. They had to accept that living in dirty foul-smelling areas were a part of their everyday
lives. The rulers used this traditional concept as a tool to instil a sense of subordination in their people. Until
25 B.C., a flood of westerners into Thailand which led to some major changes. A social study found that
urbanization caused dirtiness in overall areas and the foul smells caused by overcrowding. In addition,
people were in the habit of ignoring environmental problems. Since the royal house appreciated a clean
appearance and a pleasant smell in the city modelled by the western tradition of cleanliness, neatness and
fragrance, dirtiness and foul smells from urban areas were blamed on western nations. A significant shift in
the Buddhist century of 2440 was the establishment of the Sanitation Department. The organization worked
for improving cleanliness and civilizing the smellscape of the city. Meanwhile, the tradition of subordination in
Thai society deteriorated and changed to the western tradition which valued a neat, clean and healthy
smelling city. Therefore the development and urbanization changed the city from the traditional center as a
holy cosmic town surrounded by many canals as cosmic walls into a new areas with a clean appearance, as
well as clear and comforting atmosphere based on the western tradition.The findings indicated that the
Buddhist century of 2440 was the beginning of the era of the civilizing smellscape in Bangkok. This

development lead to the foundation of urban environmental management.

Keyword : Smellscape, the Sanitation Department, Civilization, Bangkok, Triphumi
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