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The role of Thai traditional music in the Tonkla ensemble, following the
14" October 1973 are as follows: (1) to study Tonkla and Thai Music for Life; and (2) to
analyze songs for life, as performed by a Tonkla ensemble. This research used an
anthropological process and the results revealed that Thai Music for Life in a Tonkla
ensemble is a Thai music ensemble formed by an assembly of students. The purpose of
the Tonkla ensemble was to use Thai music as a form of mediation to represent the
political ideas and satirize society with the idea of “Art for Life’s sake, Art for the People",
proposed by Jit Poomsak, so the Tonkla ensemble was called Thai Music for Life. The
role of the Tonkla band was bringing music as a mediator for social justice and satirizing
politics at that time. Songs for life of the Tonkla ensemble, there are also various
composing concepts in the Tonkla band. They were influenced by Khon and Lakorn
Panthang from the Fine Arts Department, The choir in the Lakhon deuk dum ban style of
the Prince Narisara Nuwattiwong, syllabic Thai songs, folk songs, and the Lhae songs of
Porn Phirom. These musical concepts are the models for the creation of the Tonkla

ensemble with enjoyable and accessible songs for listeners.
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