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In pursuance of the educational policy of the government, the Ministry of Education is
responsible for monitoring the work of various sectors to achieve the objectives of the government. One
method is to develop or revise educational curriculum in the desired context. In teaching Thai history, the
state is likely to use textbooks to promote patriotism and Thai pride. In order to achieve their patriotic goals,
textbooks were designed to convince students of the greatness of their country. The study of Thai history
goes back to the ancient states, including the Sukhothai, Ayutthaya, Thonburi and Rattanakosin periods.
Prominent people, especially the kings who sacrificed themselves for their country, were glorified. As for
making the students proud of being Thai, Thai wisdom was part of the national heritage and added to the
stories used in these textbooks. The production of Thai history textbooks at the high school level during
1978-2017 was carried out in the framework of six educational curricula: the Lower Secondary Education
Curriculum of BE 2521 (AD 1978), the Upper Secondary Education Curriculum of BE 2524 (AD 1981), the
Lower Secondary Education Curriculum of BE 2521 (AD 1978, revised 1990), the Upper Secondary
Education Curriculum of BE 2524 (AD 1981, revised 1990), the Basic Education Curriculum of BE 2544 (AD
2001) and the Basic Education Core Curriculum of BE 2551 (AD 2008). From the analytical study of the
development of Thai history high school textbooks, it was found that textbooks had three patterns: (1) the
content, structure and presentation did not change with regard to the four topics: historical methodology,
historical background of Thailand, development of the Thai state and important events; (2) two topics were
added to the structure and content: time and historical periods, and prominent people. In the third pattern,
changes were noticeable in the structure of the text. Some topics were given more emphasis while some
were ignored; for example, topics concerning the arts, culture and Thai wisdom. This reflects the differences

in the social context over a period of time.

Keyword : Development of Thai history, High school textbooks 1978-2017
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