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This thesis aimed to compare the self-directed learning of early adults in non-formal
education and classified according to minor variables such as degree type, gender, marital status
and income for a study on involvement between motivation and social support with the self-directed
learning of early adults in non-formal education and predicted self-directed learning using motivation
and social support of early adults in non-formal education. Following the classification of minor
variables, the participants in the study included 428 early adults in non-formal education, were
randomly selected and classified by degree and gender. This study used the stratified random
sampling method, the t-test, Pearson's product moment correlation coefficient and multiple
regression analysis. The results of the study were as follows: (1) early adults in non-formal education
in higher classes had higher levels of self-directed learning than those in lower classes. The results
were statistically significant at a level of .05; (2) early adults in non-formal education with sufficient
income, self-directed learning was higher among those with an insufficient income; (3) motivation
consists of vocational motivation, self-development, social motivation and social support, consisting
of emotional support, appraisal support, information support and instrumental support. It had a
positive involvement with a statistically significant level of .01; (4) motivation consisted of vocational
motivation, self- development, social motivation and social support, consisting of emotional support,
appraisal support, information support and instrumental support. It was able to predict self-directed
learning among early adults in non-formal education at 34.9%. The variables that firstly predicted

self-directed learning was self-development, secondly, appraisal support.

Keyword : Self-Directed Learning, Motivation, Social Support
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