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This research aims to study the political concepts, attitudes and roles of His Highness
Prince Dhani Nivat Kromamun Bidayalabh Bridhyakorn from 1909 to 1974. This time period was
selected because this was the time that he started working in the government service (following
university graduation) until he passed away. The research found that he played a significant role before
the change of governance. He began working in the Ministry of the Interior. Then he served as a
secretary for King Rama VI until a change in governance. He also played an important role in the
Ministry of Justice during the reign of King Rama VII. In the reign of King Rama VII, democracy was
spreading worldwide and Rama VII obviously opposed the idea of democracy. This revealed that he
supported the monarchy and that he could be classified as a political conservative. After the change
of governance, the Prince adapted himself in order to protect himself. At this point, he stopped
expressing his ideas about politics. Instead, he started to write about art and culture before resuming
his government service. He then became the supreme president and privy councilor during the reign
of King Rama IX and also served as a representative for King Rama IX. When King Rama [X first
ascended the throne and played a significant role in building up the popularity of the King. He helped
the king to become a populist king. He achieved this by continuously setting up many royal ceremonies
since the beginning of 2490. He was recognized as a person who supported the monarchy. The
purpose was to praise the King by setting those invented traditional ceremonies and the speech in his

writing until it became the main pattern and the concept of the present.

Keyword : Dhani Nivat Kromamun Bidayalabh Bridhyakorn cultural political royal ceremony invented
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“My dear Dhani

| have received your letter of today’s date, and have rear it with all due
consideration. Let me say at once, that if anything else were needed to complete
my appreciation of your fine qualities of heart and mine, this last letter of yours

would surely froude it!

How let me answer your objections to your own promotion, and thereby let

you understand the reason which prompts me to desire to raise in rank.

Firstly, as to seniority. It has have been the rule to raise princes in rank in
accordance with seniority, but in accorders with the recipient own merit, together

with the accumulate merits which to inherits from his father.

Secondly, as to your office. Try as you might to minimize it, it remains that
your office is no less than that of Inter-Secretary of state, and that is exactly what

trait is. If it is proper for trait to become Phra Ong Chao, why not you?

To sum up the reason why | think it proper to raise your rank are :

(1) You are the eldest son of Prince Bidyalabh, who in his time has serve
the king in several high officer with conspicuous merit, and whose loyalty to the

king and the state had been a shining example to princes and officials.

(2) You yourself have followed closely in your father’s footstep, have serve
the king in several capacities, until you have reached the high and honourable
office of Assistant Private Secretary and clerk of Privy council, and are entirely

trusted are valued by your master.
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If these are not good and sufficient reason for my desire to elevate you in
rank, then | give it up! | mean, | do not think | could desire any other reasons for

promotion people that would be better than the ones | have already given.

Therefore, | still intend to stick to the order | have already given about your

promotion.’
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“In fact the King dedicated his all not in exchange for the realisation of his
personal ambition but rather that he might attain the knowledge which would be
then used for the good of the people. This historical evidence is comforting to
hear. Siamese monarchs after all seemed to have thought of and worked

traditionally for the welfare of their subjects before their own!”®
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Most of the Princes in SIAM are naturally rather concerned by the dynastic
ambitions of the present Prime Minister whose overthrow the would gladly
welcome. Two of the princes were told that it was necessary for B (Muwﬁqﬁ’ﬁm)
to enter Free China in connection with plans for the overthrow of the Prime Minister
and they agreed to help by giving certain letters of introduction. The Princes
concerned were PRINCE DAMRONG (who knew the deatail of B's dismissal from
the Civil Service and whose son attends Mrs. B’s school) and PRINCE DHANI (a
graduate of Merton College, Oxford, and a very old friend of B’s father); the
addressee was Professor COEDES, Director of L'Ecole Francaise d’Extreme
Orient at HANOI, who together with his Siamese wife, is a great friend of the

Princes mentioned.

Prince DHANI is a very energetic member of the THAILAND RESEARCH
SOCIETY? of which B is also a member, and Professor COEDES an honorary

member, the prince there wrote an innocent letter to COEDES the topic of which
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2543, AN 270.
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was mainly the affairs of the society and at the end asked COEDES to give B any

. . 1
assistance he may require.
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