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Cultural spaces are symbolic, but also manifest ethnic identity and values. The Tai-Yoh
houses in Klong Namsai Village identifies a lifestyle and reflect the culture of space usage via
intergenerational learning. Nowadays, economic and social changes affect Tai-Yoh houses and result in the
culture of space usage becoming lost. This research has two purposes: to study the cultural identity of space
usage, Tai-Yoh house dynamics and the development of inherited cultural identities related to the culture of
space usage. The data was collected using qualitative research on thirty houses from 2016 to 2019. The
received information was arranged, analyzed and then identified the factors that affected the cultural identity
of space usage changes for both traditional and applied Tai-Yoh houses. This factor was under the
conceptual framework of theories related to space, vernacular architecture, identity, and cultural interaction.
This study revealed that cultural space can be divided into two dimensions. Firstly, it is the physical space
that represents a tangible space, i.e. a house with an empty space underneath and a sloping roof including
the kitchen, the bedroom, the space in front of bedroom (Ra-bieng), and terrace (Chan) that reflect the
physical identity of the Tai-Yoh house. The second dimension is the mental space that represents the
intangible, such as the space of cherished and deep connections, the space of feeling secure, the space of
spiritual protection, etc. Furthermore, both spaces interacted with each other. It was found that Tai-Yoh does
not just define the cultural space, nor is it limited to a physical space. On the other hand, the culture of space
can be empowered to control human behavior when entering the space. These factors reflect the identity
and characteristics of the Tai-Yoh house. Due to changing social dynamics, the Tai-Yoh combines traditional
culture with an urban lifestyle and reflect this via society, lifestyle, housing, and the culture of space usage

represents the value that leads to conservation and inheritance.

Keyword : Tai-Yoh house, Cultural space
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