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The research on the use of music in the Wornfaeh (ewcjzW) funeral ritual in
Thailand and Myanmar had two objectives, as follows: (1) to study the ritual music of Wornfaeh
(ewcjzW) and (2) to study the social factors contributing to the maintenance of the Wornfaeh
(ewcjzW)ritual. The qualitative research approaches employed in this study included
documentary research, field data collection, interpretive data analysis, inductive reasoning, a
conclusion, and the results were presented in the form of a treatise. The results revealed the
following: (1) Wornfaeh (ewcjzW) rituals in Thailand and Myanmar feature music performance,
singing, and a dance procession with a portable castle. The music ensemble consisted of both
melodic and rhythmic instruments. The band accompanied the singing parts that contrasted
with transitional tunes. The verses described the merits performed by particular monks who
passed away. The identical music characteristics found in both countries were melodies played
with the verse and bridge parts. However, the Mon lyrics sung by the Mon in Myanmar are more
refined and elaborate. The significant differences included language use when singing and the
length of the melody; (2) the social factors contributing to the maintenance of the Wornfaeh
(ewcjzW) ritual consisted of faith in Buddhism, respect for ancestral ghosts, and pride in Mon
nationality. These three factors has helped maintain Wornfaeh (ewcjzW)up to the present time.
Thus, the Mon people are aware of the importance of identity maintenance, but current social
and economic constraints resulted in a more streamlined version of the ritual, which preserves
its value as part of the Mon cultural identity and a spiritual anchor for Mon in Thailand and
Myanmar. These factors have made the Wornfaeh (ewcjzW) ritual an essential part of being Mon

in both countries.

Keyword : Wornfaeh (ewcjzW) ritual, Mon funeral for monks, castle procession dance
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The research on the use of music in the Wornfaeh (Gofgﬂ - funeral ritual in
Thailand and Myanmar had two objectives, as follows: (1) to study the ritual music of Wornfaeh
(goé‘g) - and (2) to study the social factors contributing to the maintenance of the Wornfaeh
(ewcjzWritual. The qualitative research approaches employed in this study included
documentary research, field data collection, interpretive data analysis, inductive reasoning, a
conclusion, and the results were presented in the form of a treatise. The resulis revealed the
following: (1) Wornfaeh (soé"g) - rituals in Thailand and Myanmar feature music performance,
singing, and a dance procession with a portable castle. The music ensemble consisted of
both melodic and rhythmic instruments. The band accompanied the singing parts that
contrasted with transitional tunes. The verses described the merits performed by particular
monks who passed away. The identical music characteristics found in both countries were
melodies played with the verse and bridge parts. However, the Mon lyrics sung by the Mon in
Myanmar are more refined and elaborate. The significant differences included language use
when singing and the length of the melody; (2) the social factors contributing to the
maintenance of the Wornfaeh (goé'g-); ritual consisted of faith in Buddhism, respect for
ancestral ghosts, and pride in Mon nationality. These three factors has helped maintain
Wornfaeh (sofg) : up to the present time. Thus, the Mon people are aware of the importance
of identity maintenance, but current social and economic constraints resulted in a more
streamlined version of the ritual, which preserves its value as part of the Mon cultural identity
and a spiritual anchor for Mon in Thailand and Myanmar. These factors have made the

Wornfaeh (6053) : ritual an essential part of being Mon in both countries.

Keyword : Wornfaeh (¢ 6053) : ritual, Mon funeral for monks, castle procession dance
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