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This thesis aims to study the knowledge change associated with insects in Thai society
from 1887 to 1937. At this time western knowledge was employed to create knowledge about insects
from illustrations from tests, zoology including the establishment of the department of entomology for
the first time in Thailand at Kasetsart University in 1943. The findings from this study showed that the
knowledge associated with insects in Thai society before the arrival of the western knowledge in the
1887, with knowledge about insects explained in the form of Buddhism involving the principle of
Tribhumi. The explanation was that all living things were assigned to be in different worlds based on
concepts like merit and sin accumulated in their previous lives. Therefore, insects were assigned to
the world of beast, a world that is below the world of humans. Besides, the explanation was involved
with worldly knowledge. These explanations gave a big picture of insects in accordance with the
experiences that individuals had. The consequences of such knowledge in conjunction with economic
and social circumstances caused people in the society did not obviously control and manage insects
since the eighteen-nighties the adoption of western knowledge, including changes in Siam in terms of
economics and society, being a part of a system with the western world as the center, brought about
changes in the explanation of insects. The insects were seen as something that could be beneficial
and must be controlled and managed when they caused harm or damage to people. In this regard,
the agencies related to the control and manage ment of insects were established, including the Ministry
of Agriculture and Department of Sericulture including medical knowledge of insects that could
indicate which insects were disease carriers, for example, e.g. mosquito. However, old knowledge did
not disappear as it was found that pests were managed with religious beliefs and methods. Until 1927,
those who studied entomology in foreign countries contributed to specialized knowledge to manage
insects in agriculture and diseases from insects, which were derived from western knowledge. Finally,

the particular curriculum has been provided in a university from 1937 until the present day

Keyword : insect, knowledge change, entomology, Thai society1887-1937
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