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The research "Value and Existence of Bai-Si in the Mekong River Basin of Northeastern
Thailand" aims to 1) study the beliefs and meanings reflected through the use of Bai-Si by people in
the Mekong River Basin of Northeastern Thailand, and 2) analyze the roles of Bai-Si affecting social
and cultural changes in the communities. Qualitative research methods were used, including
document study, in-depth interviews, and participatory observation in 3 main communities in Udon
Thani, Mukdahan, and Nakhon Phanom provinces. The results found that Bai-Si has evolved to
combine Brahmin, Buddhist, and local beliefs, reflecting the spiritual worldview of the communities.
Bai-Si has symbolic meanings representing shared beliefs, values, and identities. Besides being a
ritual tool to worship sacred things, Bai-Si also plays important roles in creating unity, changing
occupational structures, and preserving local identities. Although the forms have adapted over time,
the main roles and values of Bai-Si in society remain the same. In the current context, Bai-Si is given
new meanings and utilized in new dimensions along with maintaining cultural essence. Bai-Si is also
a tool used by communities to negotiate with external powers such as the state, capital, and
mainstream culture through creating images and cultural spaces. The findings demonstrate the
dynamics and resilience of Bai-Si culture, which can adapt to social changes while still maintaining
core values, faiths, and local identities amidst the changes. If communities continue to recognize the
importance and collectively preserve this art and culture, Bai-Si will remain a valuable wisdom
heritage of the Mekong River Basin in Northeastern Thailand, with its future sustainability depending

on balancing between preserving original values and extending new values.
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[

isungfuans 2) Wunalnlunsausunaaninaianidnaesdann 3) snunldgesziden

WU LHULAZATTATENNENTY UAT 4) AALIAUBIANNADINITNINAA lauasdatiauAan
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