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This research is qualitative study aiming to analyze the music and study the creation of
musical identity in the Ramayana Chinese opera. The case study focuses on the " Kola Hon Yam
Ratri " (Nighttime Chaos) scene, which is the starting point of the major conflict in the Ramayana
story. It was first presented at the " Love and Warmth at Winter's End festival " in 2018, as a creative
work by the Chae lang Ngek Lao Shun Troupe under the Chinese Opera Association of Thailand,
with music composed and lyrics arranged by Master Li Xian Lie. The research found that, in terms of
musical structure and elements, the F Major key, characteristic of Teochew music, was utilized.
Teochew opera melodies were blended with newly composed melodies for the characters, with the
selection of modes helping to create diverse emotions. The primary rhythm is 2/4 meter, with
variations in tempo and dynamics used to emphasize emotions. The instrumentation was principally
divided into rhythmic and melodic sections. Appropriate instruments were selected to effectively
enhance the personalities and emotions of the characters. The lyrics were composed in Teochew
Chinese using standard Chinese characters, conveying the Ramayana story with flexible prosody
typical of Teochew opera to ensure coherence with pronunciation and vocal melodies. The content
was also condensed and rearranged to suit the opera format, resulting in a close and coordinated
relationship between the music, vocals, and performance. This reflects transculturalism through the
creation of a new cultural space where the Ramayana narrative is adapted to Teochew opera
conventions. It is also a process of deliberate musical identity creation through the differentiation and
fusion of various elements, responding to socio-cultural contexts that aspire to exchange and
innovation. Therefore, the musical identity of the Ramayana opera is the product of creative cross-

cultural integration.
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