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This study examines Australia’s vaccine diplomacy in Oceania during the
COVID-19 crisis (2020-2022), employing Middle Power Theory as the primary analytical
framework. The research argues that Australia, as a middle power, strategically utilized
vaccine diplomacy not only as a humanitarian response but also as a tool to sustain
regional influence. Amid rising geopolitical instability and great-power rivalry in the
Pacific, Australia’s proactive deployment of bilateral and multilateral vaccine assistance
especially through initiatives such as the Vaccine Access and Health Security Initiative,
COVAX, and the Quad Vaccine Partnership reflects characteristics of middle-power
behavior: niche diplomacy, multilateral cooperation, and normative leadership. This
qualitative document analysis focuses on three case studies Papua New Guinea, Fiji,
and Vanuatu to evaluate how Australia’s vaccine diplomacy served as a mechanism for
projecting influence. The findings reveal that Australia successfully maintained its
regional leadership through constructive, value-based diplomacy, despite its limited
hard power. This research contributes to the academic literature by extending Middle
Power Theory into the field of global health diplomacy and highlights the strategic utility

of humanitarian instruments in contemporary regional politics.
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