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The China—-Laos Railway Project is part of China’s Belt and Road Initiative
(BRI), aiming to connect Southeast Asia with other continents. This project offers
Thailand opportunities in transportation and distribution. The railway has brought both
geographical and economic impacts. On the positive side, it enables Thailand to export
goods to China more efficiently, benefiting its economy. This study explores the
economic advantages Thailand gained from this export route and examines Thai—
Chinese cooperation under the project. The research is qualitative, using documentary
sources in both Thai and foreign languages. The study focuses on southern Yunnan in
China and northeastern Thailand along the railway route during 2021-2024. Findings
show that the railway facilitates goods distribution to China, especially to Yunnan,
reducing transport costs and time. This has increased tourism income in northeastern
Thailand and supported regional development. The project also enhances international
cooperation, including the Second Thai-Lao Friendship Bridge. It aligns with the
trilateral development strategy among Thailand, Laos, and China. Additionally, the Thai
railway system is being developed to link with the China—-Laos Railway through bilateral

cooperation.
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