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This study analyzed the relationship between the ASEAN Free Trade Area (AFTA)
agreement and the situation of transnational haze in Northern Thailand, as well as Thailand’s responses
to this issue from 2019 to 2024. It employed a qualitative approach primarily based on document
analysis. Primary sources included official international economic cooperation agreements published
online and minutes from both domestic and international meetings. Secondary sources include books,
journals, and academic articles that were available online in both Thai and English. Data were analyzed
through the concepts of Non-traditional Security Threats and Transboundary Environmental
Governance under Green IR Theory, to explain the problems, impacts, and proposed solutions related
to transnational haze resulting from AFTA. The findings revealed that AFTA directly contributed to
transnational haze in Northern Thailand through its support for domestic maize cultivation. This
was due to the expansion of maize cultivation areas and the increasing number of hotspots in Thailand,
Laos, and Myanmar, with Thailand having fewer maize cultivation areas and agricultural burning
hotspots than Myanmar and Laos. Moreover, maize was the only haze-related commodity that Thailand
imported in large quantities from neighboring countries under AFTA privileges, unlike sugarcane and
rice, which were export-oriented products and do not directly contribute to transnational haze.
Therefore, transnational haze resulting from maize, facilitated by imports under AFTA, became a new
form of security threat, that negatively impacted Thailand’s economy and public health. Addressing
this issue required cooperation between public and private sectors, particularly through revising
economic regulations and laws to align with environmental concerns, as well as adopting cost-
reducing technologies and traceability mechanisms to minimize environmental impacts as effectively

as possible.
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