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The purpose of this research is to study the Phra That Ya Khu Worship
Ceremony and its functions for Sema Village, Nong Paen Sub-District, Kamalasai
District, Kalasin Province. Data for this study were gathered through fieldwork, including
interviews and participant observation, and were analyzed based on the theory of
functions. The study found that the Phra That Ya Khu Worship Ceremony, which Sema
villagers have been upholding and practicing continuously in line with beliefs in the
sacred elements of the community, consists of two parts: 1) The Phra That Ya Khu
worship ritual which comprises ceremony leaders, participants, ritual materials, place,
and time, and 2) Buddhist ritual which comprises ceremony leaders, participants, ritual
materials, place, and time. The worship ceremony can be divided into four periods: the
days before pre-worship ceremony, the Phra That Ya Khu worship ritual, Buddhist ritual,
and post-ceremony. The Phra That Ya Khu Worship Ceremony, as performed and
transmitted by the Sema Village community, serves six functions: 1) fostering hope for
agricultural abundance, 2) promoting morale and serving as a spiritual anchor, 3)
strengthening unity of people in the community, 4) entertaining and providing emotional
support, 5) building the cultural identity of Sema Village, and 6) acting as cultural capital

for tourism.
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