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This dissertation aims to study the adaptation of ethnic nursing students in the nursing
faculty of a private higher education institution. The objectives are to examine the original identity of
ethnic nursing students before becoming nursing students, to analyze their adaptation, and to study
the conditions that lead to disadvantages and advantages for ethnic nursing students. It aims to
analyze the process of creating and accumulating capital consistent with the identity of ethnic
nursing students. The study employs a critical ethnographic research methodology. The informants
included ethnic nursing students in their fourth year, ethnic professional nurses who graduated over
the past three years, experienced instructors, and parents of ethnic nursing students selected
through purposive sampling. The data was collected through individual in-depth interviews and
analyzed with grounded theory. The study found that the original identity of ethnic nursing students
was their way of life, fostering love and attachment in the community, mutual care, and the absence
of competition. Upon entering the nursing faculty, students adapted by utilizing their existing ethnic
capital, modifying it, and created new capital to suit a new cultural context. It caused to habitus
transformation, characterized by thinking and decision-making. Their interactions with family,
community, and perspective on the nursing profession, and shifted towards greater self-sacrifice.
Simultaneously, these students gained advantages through economic capital from relationship
networks and cultural capital from being inferior in a field with opportunities. However, they faced
disadvantages due to cultural capital related to language barriers, and the lack of economic capital
and future commitments. This highlighted the process of capital creation and accumulation among

ethnic nursing students, leading to their adaptation to secure a position within the field.
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Schematic Representation of SIMIC (adapted from Jetten et al., 2018)
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