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MANAGEMENT BETWEEN 2010 - 2022
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This study aims to examine the continuity and changes in policies for managing small
schools between 2010 and 2022. A qualitative research approach was employed, utilizing
incremental theory as the main conceptual framework. The data was collected through documentary
analysis. The study found that six key policies for managing small schools during this period
included "Good Schools in Communities," "Merging Small Schools," "Magnet Schools," "Quality
Schools in Communities," "Community Quality Schools," and "Quality Schools." These policies were
continuous in all dimensions, addressing the prevailing issues of educational quality and the problem
of an excessive number of small schools. The expectation was that core schools would be
developed into quality institutions in terms of infrastructure, academics, personnel, and budget, thus
reducing educational inequality. Despite differing implementation methods, all policies were built
upon previous ones to address the same issue of small schools. The analysis within the theoretical
framework revealed the following: (1) the policies were generally satisfactory to policymakers, with all
governments prioritizing the problem of small schools, driven by a shared vision of improving
educational quality, reducing inequality, and creating educational opportunities. The Office of the
Basic Education Commission (OBEC) played a crucial role in implementing these policies due to its
expertise, and contributing to policy continuity; (2) while feedback from social groups led to changes
in policy details, the core principles remained intact, indicating that existing policy frameworks
continued to influence decision-making in policy formulation; (3) all policies shared the same
direction, focusing on creating quality schools to accommodate students from small schools, which
required substantial investment, making these initiatives difficult to change; and (4) OBEC
established the "Quality School Community Development center”, a dedicated unit to drive policy
implementation directly, suggesting that such policies would continue to receive attention and be

consistently enacted.

Keyword : Small Schools, Policy Continuity, Policy Formulation
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