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Title THE EFFECT OF FOLKTALE READING ACTIVITIES ON MIDDLE
CHILDHOOD'S READING ABILITY USING THAI AS A SECOND LANGUAGE
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Degree MASTER OF ARTS
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Students who use Thai as a second language experience problems in learning Thai language,
especially in terms of reading slowly. This is due to the fact that these learners use the local dialect (Melayu)
more than standard Thai in their daily life. The objectives of this research are as follows: (1) to develop
folktales reading activities; and (2) to study the effects of folktales reading activities on middle childhood
reading ability using Thai as a second language. The researcher developed the folktales reading activities
by studying the related literature reviews and research and then brought the developed activity to the three
experts to evaluate the validity and appropriateness of the content. Then, the evaluation results were used to
calculate the Index of ltem-Objective Congruence (IOC) before being tested on similar groups to the
research sample. The research sample consisted of 30 Grade Two students, who spoke Thai as a second
language in the 2023 academic year at Suraoklongchan (Ridwanuppatham) School in the Bangkapi district
of Bangkok. The researcher used the scores from the reading ability test to match students (Matching
subjects) and randomly assigned 15 students to the experimental group and 15 to the control group using
simple random sampling. The instruments used for gathering data consisted of: (1) lesson plan by using
folktale reading activities; and the (2) reading proficiency test. The research design was the pretest-posttest
control group. The data were analyzed by an independent sample t-test. The results of the study on the
development of folktales reading activities found that overall, the three folktales reading activities were
designed to practice reading and spelling words and also reading sentences, with the I0C value of 1.00;
and the IOC of each folktale reading activity ranged from 0.67-1.00. The findings of the study on the effects
of folktales reading activities showed that students using Thai as a second language participating folktales

reading activities were higher overall and in a specific aspect in reading ability at the.001 level.

Keyword : Reading Reading Ability Folktales using Thai as a second language
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