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This research aims to examine Thailand's response to the United States' use of soft
power through the Marshall Plan during the Cold War from 1948 to 1963. Additionally, it
evaluated the conceptual framework employed to study soft power. The findings reveal two main
aspects of Thailand's changing perceptions and behaviors in response to the U.S. Marshall Plan
during this period. First, the U.S. sought clear anti-communist policies from Thailand, viewing it as a
crucial geopolitical point in Southeast Asia to contain the spread of communism. Second, the U.S.
wanted Thailand to adopt economic policies aligned with liberal ideologies. When comparing
Thailand's responses under two administrations Prime Minister Plagk Phibunsongkhram (1948-1957)
and Prime Minister Sarit Thanarat (1959-1963) distinct differences emerged. During
Phibunsongkhram's tenure, Thailand announced its cooperation with U.S. anti-communist policies,
even enacting the Anti-Communist Activities Act in 1952, demonstrating a full commitment to anti-
communist initiatives. However, Phibunsongkhram resisted liberal economic reforms. In contrast,
Sarit's administration fully met U.S. demands, effectively combating communism and implementing
liberal economic policies by supporting industrial activities and attracting U.S. investments. The
conceptual framework used in this study effectively explains the perceptual and behavioral outcomes
of those influenced by soft power. However, future studies should consider incorporating elements of

hard power resources that may lead to soft power outcomes to further develop the framework.
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Power Defined as Resources

Context Skill

Power = Resources = Conversion Strategy —> Preferred Outcomes

Power Defines as Behavioural Outcomes

Power = Affect Others = Re: something -> by Means - to Preferred Outcomes

ALsEnay 1 uaANNIaLUWIAANITITEI9ASYUIEN Joseph Nye

#U: “The Future of Power,” 1agl Joseph Nye, (2011), PublicAffairs.
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1.Application of Soft Resources = Fear = Coercive power (might cause

resistance from recipient)

2. Application of Soft Resources - Attractiveness, Comfort, Safety, Respect - Co-

optive power

3. Application of Soft Resources (Theories, Interpretative framework) - New way of

perceiving and processing - Co-optive power

4. Socialization of the co-optive power in the recipients > Long term Soft power in the

nilsenay 2 uaavnsauuuaAanIslEe 18Iy UI8Y Geun Lee
P “A Theory of Soft Power and Korea's Soft Power Strategy,” lagl Geun Lee, (nd),

Seoul National University.
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