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This research has three objectives, as follows: (1) to study the social network process of
Cambodian migrant workers in the Surin municipality; (2) to investigate the work life quality of Cambodian
migrant workers in Surin municipality; and (3) to analyze the social network patterns of Cambodian migrant
workers in Surin municipality. This research utilized qualitative research methods, gathering data through
fieldwork for in-depth interviews and observation research. The key informants included 20 Cambodian
migrant workers and individuals associated with the social network of Cambodian migrant workers in Surin
municipality, including seven people, three neighbors, and a total of 30 key informants. The results of the
research found the following: (1) networking through family and acquaintances from their homeland; (2)
networking from a community of destination countries; (3) networking from workplace locations; (4)
networking between co-workers and friends; and (5) networking from social and cultural activities. Regarding
the quality of working life, it was found that in terms of working environment safety, assistance received, work
and income, goal setting and work plans, as well as opportunities for career growth and satisfaction, migrant
workers experienced increased income and fairness. However, there was still a lack of balance between
work and personal life. Concerning social network patterns, there are two main types observed: (1) dense
social networks, which rely on family relationships and trust among network members, typically originating
from Cambodia; and (2) loose social networks, where long-term residents have social networks with local
Thai people who help each other and not cause distress. Finally, a significant recommendation from this
research is to interview relevant officials in organizations related to cross-border Cambodian migrant workers

to gain direct knowledge into the dimensions of international migrant workers expert.

Keyword : Social networks, Cambodian migrant workers, Work life quality
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