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This research is a process evaluation of legalisation of abortion in Thailand, with the
following two objectives: (1) to assess the process of driving the policy of legalisation of abortion; (2)
to analyze policy gaps in the implementation of abortion legalisation in Thailand. This research was
qualitative research. The key informants consisted of two groups: (1) operational units in civil society;
and (2) operational units in the public sector, a total of 10 people and in-depth interviews, and collected
information from various related documents for analysis according to the steps. The results of the
research were as follows: (1) the process of driving policy for abortion legalisation by the criteria
specified in the law. It was appropriate, even though the gestational age limit for abortion in Thailand
was 20 weeks, with some countries setting the maximum gestational age at 22-28 weeks, but access
to services for the target group increased and the process of comprehensive and safe abortion care,
which consists of nine steps, established by the Bureau of Reproductive Health. It was appropriate
enough to provide services for pregnant women for abortions from beginning to the end. Among the
issues of concern are the number of abortion services and the low number of medical professionals
providing services; (2) policy gaps in implementation of legalisation of abortion in Thailand; (1) the
legal aspect. Although the content of the law allows abortion it is up to the discretion of medical
practitioners to provide abortion services; (2) the aspect of resources is the number of service units
were few, only 163 throughout the entire country, and some of them are even registered as units. The
service cannot be provided due to a lack of personnel to perform the procedure or some places have
set conditions for the maximum gestational age that the hospital can provide; (3) the aspect of attitude:
most service providers still have negative attitudes towards abortion which directly results in pregnant

women who need abortions and do not have access to services because they are rejected.

Keyword : Process Evaluation, Abortion Policy
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