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This research aims to study the influence of Confucianism that influenced the social
status of women in Korea from 1948 to 2013. Based on historical methods in data analysis from the
research, books, articles, and electronic media. This work analyzed the overall context of the South
Korean society caused by changes in the social status of Korean women. The study found that
Confucianism reduced the status of women in South Korea. Since the Choson Dynasty (1392 -1910)
which established Confucianism as a framework for constructing social structure. As a result, men
hold significant status, standing as the heir and the head of the family. Women were restricted and
undervalued in society. In the 1970s, South Korea began to develop into the modern society, and the
social status of South Korean women has gradually changed along with socioeconomic
development. However, South Korean women still face gender inequality and oppression because
Confucian values are still deeply rooted in the society. Human rights movement and feminism from
the West in the 1980s and 1990s, politically and socially led to the women's rights movement in South
Korea to push forward the legal recognition of gender equality and the creation of a truly gender
equal society. Although this society is under the influence of Confucianism are still deeply rooted in
South Korean society, with female politicians as ministers. In 2013, the first female president, Park
Geun Hye helped advance gender equality. However, her mismanagement led her to be stripped of
her position and prosecuted. This affected the feminist movement. In the late 2010s, women's rights
movements emerged through the #Metoo movement on social media and a march for gender
equality took place throughout society. This resulted in conflict with those who disagreed with
feminist movement and led to gender conflicts in South Korean society. Although South Korea has
developed to become more modernized, the Confucianism that created a patriarchal society that is

still extremely influential in South Korea.
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