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The objectives of this research are to study the process of constructing Karen ethnicity
in Thailand under the dynamics of modernization and analyzing the practice and negotiation of the
meaning of the Karen ethnic community, according to Bourdier's concept of field, capital and
habitus, which was used as a framework for understanding the phenomenon. The study relied on
critical ethnography, as a methodology to deepen understanding of the phenomenon and revealing
the structure and power behind it, as well as offering more diverse ethnic development options. The
results showed that in the pre-modern era, the field of Karen ethnicity had a structure that consisted
of rules, conventions, practices, and capital that were related to nature and the supernatural sanctity
with spiritual leaders and the holders of the highest cultural capital in management directing the
practices of the Karen people. However, the process of modernization has spread into the Karen
ethnic community and appeared in more diverse ways in the field that come with cultural capital,
such as a new body of knowledge that has been brought into the ethnic Karen field. As a result, the
structure of the field had to be modified, both in terms of rules, schemes, guidelines, and available
capital. Even when entering a modern era where respect for cultural rights and human values and
dignity is respected, ethnicity has been addressed in a variety of ways. Therefore, various Karen
ethnic communities have a practice and negotiate the meaning of Karen ethnicity by choosing the
distinctiveness of the community in terms of preserving cultural ways, resource management and
ecotourism management. They demonstrated strategies for accumulating, acquiring, and deploying
capital within the field to gain recognition and coexistence along with modernization with dignity and

value.
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