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This research is about the obstacles to educational access to senior high school among
the Dara-Ang ethnic and has three main objectives, as follows: (1) to investigate the situation of the
educational system for Dara-Ang youth in Hua Ja Nu Village, Chiangmai; (2) to study the obstacles
affecting the access of Dara-Ang youth to the upper secondary level in Hua Ja Nu Village, Chiangmai;
and (3) to identify a way to develop an approachable system and provide more opportunities for them
to reach the previously mentioned educational levels. This research was conducted with using
qualitative research methods to aggregate information from document search and in-depth interviews
of 14 informants from June to July 2021. The participants were composed of four groups: Dara-Ang
parents, nine Dara-Ang youths, three representatives from three related organizations, including the
Ministry of Education, the Ministry of Labor and the National Human Rights Commission of Thailand,
the Rak-Dek Foundation, a non-government organization and scholars on ethnic groups. The results
of the research showed that the key obstacle affecting educational access to the upper secondary
level among the Dara-Ang in Hua Ja Nu, Chiangmai was economic status. Most Dara-Ang families are
unskilled laborers. They are hired to do low-paid work in the agricultural sector and receive daily pay.
Moreover, they had no land ownership. They could not get more money from any other channels. In
other words, the Dara-Ang youth are unable to continue their upper secondary education because of
a lack of financial support. As a result, they are unable to get high-paying jobs leading to higher levels
of educational and income inequality between them and others. The key solution for helping them
reach a higher educational level is to tackle social inequality in three ways, including career
development for Dara-Ang parents, sustainable sources of income, and available funding approach.
These three ways may help the Dara-Ang youth receive financial support to study at the upper
secondary level, leading to better chances of getting high-paying jobs and reduces the levels of

educational and income inequality between the Dara-Ang and others.

Keyword : Dara-Ang, Educational Access, Obstacles
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