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This thesis aims to study the history of female judges in Thai society from
1954 to 2020, explaining the changes to the profession of female judges in Thai society
and the factors of and problems with female judges. The findings of this research are
that the history of Thai female judges could be classified into three periods: (1) the first
period, in which Thai society gave Thai women the opportunity to become female
Judges was from 1953 to 1974. The main factors in this period were the woman'’s rights
movement and the support of the United Nations. However, female judges in this first
period were limited exclusively to the juvenile court; (2) in the second period, female
judges were appointed to every court, except the Supreme Court, from 1974 to
1992. The main factors in this period were Thai politics and the support of the United
Nations; and (3) in the third period, in which female judges could become President of
the Supreme Court, from 1992 to 2020. This major change was caused by factors in Thai
society such as gender equality and external factors, such as the influence of the United
Nations. However, the truly important factors causing the female judges become the
President of the Supreme Court were the merit system and the senior system in the

Ministry of Justice.
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