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The purposes of this study are as follows: (1) to study the opinions of tourists towards the participation of the
Ban Ton Pho community as an OTOP Community; (2) to study the process of the Ban Ton Pho community as an OTOP
Community; (3) to create a guideline for participation of Ban Ton Pho, Pathumthani province for sustainable tourism. The
research methodologies were quantitative and qualitative research. The quantitative data were collected from Thai tourists using
questionnaires as a research instrument. The qualitative research used an in-depth interview form for data collection and asked
stakeholders in the community, such as the government sector, entrepreneurs and local people. The results of the study on the
participation of Thai tourists in tourism were as follows: most of the tourists that answered the questionnaire were female, aged
between 20 to 30 years old, with a Bachelor's degree and an average monthly income between 10,001-20,000 Baht. Most
received information about community tourism through friends, relatives, acquaintances and it was their first time traveling. The
purpose of traveling for leisure and most traveled on the weekend and spent less than 1,000 Baht per trip. The opinions of
tourists towards activities in the OTOP tourism community of Ban Ton Pho, as follows: tourism resources and access to the
tourism community was at a very good level. In terms of facilities within the tourism community, there were a good opinion and
the components of services within the tourism community. The comment level was also very good. The results of the study of in-
depth interviews with local people acknowledged of the establishment of the OTOP Navatwithi Community Project, but not
everyone was involved in the project. They were considered in accordance with the model of participation in four aspects: the
benefits of decision-making operations and the evaluation of the community representatives were involved in the project
activities, such as the village headman, the community committee and others who understood the activities in the project. The
village headman is an important person in coordinating with government agencies and then distributing information. The village
headman should distribute more work to committees and local people, to encourage people in the area to participate more in
tourism and participate in planning for the development of community areas. A comparison of opinions on the OTOP Nawatwithi
Tourism Community at Ban Ton Pho revealed that the overall opinions of respondents of different ages and genders were not
different. But the respondents had different educational levels and average monthly income had different overall with a statistical
significance of 0.05. The participation guidelines of Tourism Community at Ban Ton Pho for sustainable tourism were to create
knowledge. An understanding of can develop potential so that people from the community can participate in activities and can
accommodate more tourists. Community leaders should distribute more work to the committee or the residents. In order to
spread the work so that everyone can participate in more activities and the community should design additional activities to meet
the needs of tourists and increase the variety of activities and develop tourism activities to be diverse on the basis of resources

within the community and to be suitable for all types of tourists.

Keyword : OTOP Tourism Community, Participation, Pathumthani Province
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