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This thesis studies the creation of United States propaganda and the Vietnam War
between 1955-1975 through primary sources, including speeches, newspapers, movies, songs and
publications, including posters and leaflets. The main objective is to explore the propaganda
creation strategies in Vietnam War. The first period, from 1955-1968, was when the US indirectly and
directly influenced South Vietnam. The image of pro-US, anti-communist propaganda was
characterized by communism as a threat to the political security of South Vietham and the creation of
the righteous image of US leaders who needed to play a role in South Vietnam, while promoting Ngo
Dinh Diem, the South Vietnamese leader, as the one who could lead South Vietnam out of
communism and bring about prosperity. The second period was 1968 to 1975, when the anti-war
movement became more widespread due to increased participation in Vietnam. The propaganda
from this period emphasized ending the war, seeking peace, reviewing US policy in Vietnam, etc. In
addition, most propaganda from this period emerged from modern intellectuals who saw the Vietnam
War as mismanaged of US government policy on Vietnam. In this period, the use of propaganda
diversified to reached all of the target groups. The effect of propaganda during this period made the
public more aware of Vietnam and also perceptions on the ‘facts’ about US military activities in
Vietnam. They also felt that North and South Vietnam should have resolved the issues themselves

rather than allowing the superpowers to intervene in their internal affairs.
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ON THE OCCASION of your New Year's celebration, my fellow Americans
and | extend our very best wishes for the prosperity and well-being of the government
and the people of Viet-Nam.

In your struggle against the aggressive forces of communism, the sacrifices
that  you have willingly made, the courage you have shown, the burdens you have
endured have been a source of inspiration to people all over the world.

Let me assure you of our continued assistance in the development of
your capabilities to maintain your freedom and to defeat those who wish to destroy that
freedom.

We in America sincerely hope that the year of the Tiger will see peace come
again to Viet-Nam. We know that courage and dedication to peace and freedom will
prevail-and that prospects for Viet-Nam will brighten during the coming year.

And we look forward confidently with you to the day when your country

will again be at peace--united, prosperous, and free.
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