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Thesis Advisor Assistant Professor Porawan Pattayanon , Ph.D.

This study aims to examine the presentation of the image of people with Down’s
syndrome in a short documentary film in Thailand and how a film could raise awareness of the right
image of Down’s syndrome. The research was conducted using three methods; character analysis,
in-depth interview, and observation. The researcher analyzed the characteristics of people with
Down'’s syndrome in three Thai films which used image and stereotype theory. Also, the participants
included three communicative and self-supporting Down’s syndrome people, and three of their
parents were interviewed and their behavior was also observed. The results were then used to make
a short documentary film on Down’s syndrome. As a result of the in-depth interviews, people with
Down's syndrome and their parents thought that the media only presented Down’s syndrome in the
negative, such as an inability to learn and help themselves. Actually, most people with Down’s
syndrome can learn and develop differently, depending on how they were parented. Besides, the
research found that a short documentary film could present an image of Down’s syndrome people in
various aspects, and reflects reality. The findings ensured that a short documentary film is one of the
influential communications that can deliver the right image of Down’s syndrome people to be better

understood by Thai society.

Keyword : Down syndrome, Short Documentary film, Image and Stereotype
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1.2.1 NMNYURTANTARBEUNE (The Expository)
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M UN NI WA F3a4 High School (1968) 1mgl Frederick Wiseman, Public Housing (1997)

1mgl Frederick Wiseman
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2. NOBHFTDINWANKDL NITUNITIN WAZNINAILNY
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