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The research has the following aims: (1) to study the knowledge of Tai Phake music in the Assam State in India;

and (2) to study the construction process of Tai Phake ethnic identity in terms of music.

This study was conducted using the qualitative research method, based on documents and field data. The
results are as follows: with regard to knowledge of Tai Phake, it was found that in India there were two types of Tai Phake music:
(1) Tai Phake music using musical instruments, including the following rhythmic instruments: (1) a Kong, which looks like a big
drum; (2) a Mong, which looks like a gong; and the Saeng, which looks like a cymbal. The set time signature used was 4/4. The
speed of the tempo was 74 beats per minute, with three rhythmic patterns; (3) music using traditional singing and modern music.
The structure can be divided into melody and content, such as melodic verses, melodic phrases and a coda. The style of
traditional music is a melodic texture in the pentatonic scale, below the three major scales. The speed of the tempo varied
between 71 to 110 beats per minute, but depended on the skills and desires of the singer. There was no set time signature,
except for the Khe khyang song, which used the traditional format, while modern music typically uses a 4/4-time signature. The
speed of the tempo was 110 beats per minute. The style is a melodic texture in a major scale. Tai Phake music can be
described as cultural capital to propel the ethnic identity process in terms of language, dress, beliefs and traditions to support
cultural activities for festivals and special occasions. As a result, in order to create a collective consciousness of people in the
community, the process of the construction of a Tai Phake ethnic identity through music was carried out through the process of
selecting singers, musicians and dancers and traditional attire for participating in a musical and cultural activities. The rhythm

and the melody of Tai Phake music and the Tai Phake language are evident in the lyrics.

These processes have caused reproductions of Tai Phake ethnic identity through ritual music, including: (1)
the reproduction of music for entertainment; (2) the reproduction of rituals and traditions; (3) the reproduction of the Tai Phake
language; (4) the reproduction of costumes; and (5) the inheritance of the Tai Phake ethnic identity. These processes
demonstrate the power of traditional and modern music and the Tai Phake ethnic identity as a cultural symbol to preserve Tai
Phake identity and including the pride and the strength of the community, building a network between Tai Phake and Tai in

Southeast Asia and the multicultural society of the Assam State in India.

Keyword : Tai Phake music, Tai Phake ethnic identity, The process of the construction of a Tai Phake ethnic identity, Tai Phake

ethnic identity construction and reproduction
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