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The aims of this research are as follows: (1) to analyze the meanings, concepts, beliefs
and attitudes of adolescents on local gambling; (2) to analyze the behavioral intentions, behaviors
and processes related to local gambling among adolescents; (3) to analyze educational behaviors
and educational impacts of adolescents related to local gambling as well as the perception of the
consequences of local gambling; and (4) to propose guidelines for preventing and solving the
problem of gambling behaviors among adolescents. The researcher used a qualitative research
method with a phenomenological study. The key informants included the following: (1) adolescents
with local gambling behaviors; (2) parents; (3) administrators at educational institutions; (4) teachers;
and (5) experts in educational psychology and counseling. The data were collected by in - depth
interviews, focus group discussion and field observations. The qualitative data were analyzed with
content analysis and inductive conclusions. The results revealed the following: (1) adolescents with
local gambling behaviors do not consider local gambling to be real gambling, just a competition for
prizes. It is a type of cultural identity that is close to the way of life in the community, and it is not a
wrong behavior because it is not illegal. It is also beneficial in the economic and social dimensions at
the individual and community level; (2) adolescents have the willingness and intention to enter the
gambling process by themselves and the frequency of gambling and the money spent depend on
the type of local gambling. Adolescents play one type of local gambling and lack national gambling
behaviors. Environmental and close people factors, especially families and the attitude factors of
youths have a great effect on entering the local gambling industry; (3) local gambling behaviors
affect the learning behaviors of adolescents in terms of encroaching on school time, causing poor
academic performance and not graduating; and (4) guidelines for preventing and dealing with local
gambling behaviors among adolescents focused on prevention. However, society needs to work

together in order to prevent and solve the problems related to gambling.

Keyword : Local gambling, Gambling, Gambling behaviors, Children and Adolescents
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