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This dissertation attempts to study the contexts that lead to the Taiping popular
movement and the Donghak popular movement. It is also to analyse their ideologies and the role of
the movement leaders - Hong Xiugquan of Taiping, and Jeon Bongjun of Donghak. The purpose of
this dissertation is to point out the outcomes of movements to the Qing and the Joseon. | expect that
the General Theories of Revolution by Jack A. Goldstone can be applied to support my comparative
analysis in Taiping-Donghak more comprehensively. The results of the study revealed that the
Taiping and the Donghak were not only comparable in the time and the context in which the
movements happened, but they also were compared in the ideologies and their consequences to the
dynasties. The Qing and the Joseon were the last dynasties of China and Korea which similarly faced
both the internal disturbances and the external influences - Imperialism since the beginning of the
nineteenth century. The Taiping popular movement (1851-1864) occurred in the late Qing (1644-
1912) incubated in the impoverished southernmost area, full of radical ethnic discrimination.
Likewise, The Donghak popular movement (1894-1895) emerged in the late Joseon (1392-1910) from
the Southern provinces, suffered from poverty, and local officers’ corruption. Their ideologies for the
movements were based on religious dogma, egalitarianism, and anti-foreigners. The Taiping
principles were the combination of Christianity and ancient Chinese beliefs, the utopian ideal such as
equality in the land and treasury, anti-Manchus, and Confucianism. Comparably, the Donghak
concepts were humanism, farmland distribution, and “Donghak Religion” - Eastern Learning,
founded in the 1860s by Choe Je-u. The Donghak religion, which was recently known as
Cheondoism or The Heavenly Way, was a fusion idea of Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism, and

Korean Shamanism. It was used to react to the “Seohak” - Western Learning.
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'® Goldstone, Jack A. (1991). op.cit. p.395. Wa%; Von Glahn, R. (2016). op.cit. p.362.
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TABLE 1l
Estimated Per Capita Tax Burdens in 1753 and 1908

1753 1908

Revenue Percent Per capita Revenue Percent Per capita (taels)

(1,000 tacls) of total (taels) (1,000 taels) of total Current 1753
Land tax 54,214 735 0.241 102,400 35.1 0.244 0.122
Salt tax 8,768 1.9 0.039 45,000 154 0.107 0.054
Native customs 5,405 73 0.024 6,700 23 0.016 0.008
Maritime customs - - - 39,900 11.3 0.078 0.039
Likin - - - 40,000 13.6 0.095 0.048
Misc. taxes 5,405 7.3 0.024 65,000 23 0.155 0.078
Total 73,792 100:0 0.328 292,000 100.0 0.695 0.348

Source: Yeh-chien Wang, Land Taxation in Imperial China, 17501911 (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1973), pp. 72, 74, 80.

Anilsznell 4 Uszinainisensnne#nllssaaufadtngy (fanw) A.A.1753 way 1908

AN : Feuerwerker, A. (1984). The state and the economy in late imperial China. Theory

and Society. 13(3): 307.
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A" Vaclav, Smil. (1993). China's Environmental Crisis. (Online).

" Skocpol, Theda. (200 8). States and Social Revolutions: a Comparative Analysis of

France, Russia, and China. p.74.



24

FIGURE 1: POPULATION GROWTH IN CHINA, 1573-1850
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Sources: Ping-ti Ho, Studies on the Population of China, 1368-1953; Jonathan D. Spence,
The Search for Modern China.
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fun: Jack, Patrick Hayes. (2019). Leaving Home: Chinese Migrations in the Mid-Late 19th

Century. (Online).
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! Chen Shuo Wa¥ Kung, James Kai-sing. (2016). Of maize and men: the effect of a New
World crop on population and economic growth in China. Journal of Economic Growth, 21(1): 72-
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*Von Glahn, R. (2016). op.cit. p.364.

** National Bureau of Statistics of China. (2010). Geographic Distribution and Population of

Ethnic Minorities. (Online).
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Geographic Distribution and Population of Ethnic Minorities

Figures of population are obtained from the Population Census in 2010.
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Ethnic Population
Main Geographic Distribution
Name (person)
Mongolian | Inner Mongolia, Liaoning, Jilin, Hebei, Heilongjiang and 5,981,840
Xinjiang
Hui Ningxia, Gansu, Henan, Xinjiang, Qinghai, Yunnan, Hebei, | 10,586,087
Shandong, Anhui, Liaoning, Beijing, Inner Mongolia, Tianjin,
Heilongjiang, Shaanxi, Guizhou, Jilin, Jiangsu and Sichuan
Tibetan Tibet, Sichuan, Qinghai, Gansu and Yunnan 6,282,187
Uygur Xinjiang 10,069,346
Miao Guizhou, Hunan, Yunnan, Guangxi, Chongaing, Hubei and 9,426,007
Sichuan
Yi Yunnan, Sichuan and Guizhou 8,714,393
Zhuang Guangxi, Yunnan and Guangdong 16,926,381
Bouyei Guizhou 2,870,034
Korean Jilin, Heilongjiang and Liaoning 1,830,929
Manchu Liaoning, Hebei, Heilongjiang, Jilin, Inner Mongolia and | 10,387,958
Beijing
Dong Guizhou, Hunan and Guangxi 2,879,974
Yao Guangxi, Hunan, Yunnan and Guangdong 2,796,003
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Ethnic Population
Main Geographic Distribution

Name (person)
Bai Yunnan, Guizhou and Hunan 1,933,510
Tujia Hunan, Hubei, Chongging and Guizhou 8,353,912
Hani Yunnan 1,660,932
Kazak Xinjiang 1,462,588
Dai Yunnan 1,261,311
Li Hainan 1,463,064
Lisu Yunnan and Sichuan 702,839
Va Yunnan 429,709
She Fujian, Zhejiang, Jiangxi and Guangdong 708,651
Gaoshan Taiwan and Fujian 4,009
Lahu Yunnan 485,966
Shui Guizhou and Guangxi 411,847
Dongxiang | Gansu and Xinjiang 621,500
Naxi Yunnan 326,295
Jingpo Yunnan 147,828
Kirgiz Xinjiang 186,708
Tu Qinghai and Gansu 289,595
Daur Inner Mongolia and Heilongjiang 131,992
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Ethnic Population
Main Geographic Distribution

Name (person)
Mulam Guangxi 216,257
Qiang Sichuan 309,576
Blang Yunnan 119,639
Salar Qinghai 130,607
Maonan Guangxi 101,192
Gelao Guizhou 550,746
Xibe Liaoning and Xinjiang 190,481
Achang Yunnan 39,555
Pumi Yunnan 42,861
Tajik Xinjiang 51,069
Nu Yunnan 37,523
Ozbek Xinjiang 10,569
Russian Xinjiang and Heilongjiang 15,393
Ewenki Inner Mongolia 30,875
De'ang Yunnan 20,556
Bonan Gansu 20,074
Yugur Gansu 14,378
Jing Guangxi 28,199
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Ethnic Population
Main Geographic Distribution

Name (person)
Tatar Xinjiang 3,556
Drung Yunnan 6,930
Orogen Heilongjiang and Inner Mongolia 8,659
Hezhen Heilongjiang 5,354
Moinba Tibet 10,561
Lhoba Tibet 3,682
Jino Yunnan 23,143

7 4 1 : National Bureau of Statistics of China. (2010). Geographic Distribution and

Population of Ethnic Minorities. (Online).
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Viceroys of China in Qing Dgnasty

Legend
*  Capital city
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3" : Wikimedia Commons. (2017). Qing Viceroys. (Online).
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