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The purpose of this research study was to investigate the functions of Tak
Bat Pra Roi Thang Rua tradition of the Mon People who lived in Lat Krabang in the
Bangkok metropolitan area. The data were collected through fieldwork by interviews and
participatory observation. The data were analyzed based on the theory of functions.
Then, they were concluded and descriptively reported. The findings revealed that the
Tak Bat Pra Roi Thang Rua tradition was comprised of the following functions. First, it
has inherited and upheld traditional practices in Buddhism. Due to the fact that the Mon
People are fervent Buddhists, they maintain all stages of the practice and the essence of
the Tak Bat Pra Roi Thang Rua tradition. Secondly, it builds up the unity of Mon People
in the community from the level of family up to lineage and community. The Mon People
are aware that they have love, unity, and pride in their own ethnic group. Third, it
functions as a cultural capital that they can invest in to boost tourism and bring a large
income into their community and the government sector. Fourth, it shows their identity as
the Mon People at Lat Krabang as an ethnic group. Even though they are diversified,
they are unified in terms of the functions of Tak Bat Pra Roi Thang Rua with pride in their
own culture. Through the traditional practice of Tak Bat Pra Roi Thang Rua, the Mon
People celebrate and entertain themselves in their community, as well as those tourists

who participated in their activities during the tradition.

Keyword : Functions Tak Bat Pra Roi Thang Rua The Mon People at Lat Krabang.
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