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The main purpose of this thesis is to study the economic and social
development of Suphanburi as a result of the expansion of the rice economy between
1855 and 1925. Studies have shown that the Treaty of Bowring in 1855 led Siam to fully
enter the capitalist economy and create a situation to produce specific products, namely
rice, for export to foreign countries. The domestic rice economy expanded rapidly after
changing the mode of production from subsistence to capitalist production. Suphanburi,
as one of the important rice cultivation areas, was also affected. For example, the
expansion of rice cultivation areas between 1867 and 1912 increased 12 times. With
regard to the population responsible for the cultivation of rice, they caused the
expansion of the economy and the monetary system. However, Suphanburi farmers
were significantly affected by the expansion of the capitalist economy and their
dependence the rice economy. If farmers suffered from low rice yields or experienced
natural fluctuations, they had to borrow money and go into debt to finance their life and
career capital. These problems are the important social images of modern social

transformation as driven by the economy and an important result.
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“ The boats of the Suphan Steam Packet Company play between Suphan
and Tachin, calling at Nakorn Chaisri on the way and connecting with the different
train services of Petchaburi, Tachin, and Meklong. At first this company possessed
only two boats, Khoon Chang and Nang Pim. When, however, owing to good
management they became more prosperous, additional boats were built, namely,
the Khoon Paan, Phra Wai Woranart, Luang Tang Chai, and two motor boats,
Gumar Tong and Nang Simila. Others, too, are in course of construction. The
company possess docks and sheds containing the necessary machinery and

. . . n 3
implements for the execution of repairs.
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